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as head-smith, the battle-axe his leadership in war, and the
fu his harmonizing power.1   Here in symbols of a later '
age we have the whole theory of kingship in China,
which remained unchanged for four thousand years.
As an example of the sacrificial vessels of the Chou era,
we may look at the 'silver cauldron* on plate 3 of the
Burlington Magazine monograph2 or at that illustrated
here, which is noteworthy for its inscription, as well as
for its superb craftsmanship. It is a four-handled bowl
of dark bronze, and has acquired a turquoise patina. Its
handles seem to be elephant-heads, and round the base
runs a conventional spiral. The archaic characters in
the interior are interpreted to be a grateful recognition of
the services of the Marquis of Hsing, and a statement that
the bowl was cast by his command in honour of the Duke
of Chou. For 'God above forever commands the holders
of the Empire of Chou to pay honour to their departed
sire'.3 This then is a document of the twelfth century b.c.
and commemorates the Duke who had become the pattern
of devotion to the Throne.
We see here that bronze-casting very early reached a
high standard, that the Emperor's title 'Son of Heaven' is
a very early one, .that sacrifices to ancestors and the practice
of rewarding a man by honouring his parents are all of an
ancient order of Chinese civilization.
From such sources spring Chinese art, one of the greatest
the world has seen. In landscape-painting and in ceramics
it is supreme, and what remains of early sculpture has some
masterpieces. It is characteristic of this aesthetic nation
that it finds its first ancestor in Pan-ku, the artificer, and
that it traces the beginnings of its painting to the third
millennium b.c. At this time Sumerian art had passed its
zenith, and some scholars would find in the obliquely-set
eyes of Sumerian monuments, in their ideographic script,
and in the apparent identity of some of their ideographs
* Petrucci dates it twelfth century b.c. Bushdl 812 b.c.
3 For full text see Illustrative Beading VL

